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PROGRAM
Welcome
Steve Stucker, Co-Anchor and Weatherman, 
Eyewitness News 4 Today

Introduction of Speakers
Timothy M. Keller, Mayor, City of Albuquerque
Anna M. Sanchez, Director, Department of Senior 
Affairs

Introduction of Contest Planning Committee
Nikki Peone, Recreation Division Manager, 
Department of Senior Affairs
Julio Santisteban, Senior Center Manager, 
Department of Senior Affairs
Jenifer Gonzales, Executive Assistant, Department of 
Senior Affairs
Tomas Gallagher, Multigenerational Center 
Supervisor
Angel Montoya, Multigenerational Center Manager
Matthew McCoy, Youth/Community Program 
Coordinator
Ginger Grossetete, Contest Originator, Community 
Volunteer
Natasha Montoya, Multigenerational Center 
Manager
Gay Blech, Community Volunteer

Presentation of Awards
Director, Department of Senior Affairs
Albuquerque Public Schools

Sponsors
Boba Tea
Cool Springs
Cliff ’s Amusement Park
National Museum of Nuclear Science and History
NM Museum of Natural History and Science
NM United
Explora Science Center and Children’s Museum
Doc Popcorn
K-5.0 Academy ABQ Karate
Donut Mart

If you would like more information about the 
“A Senior I Know” Essay Contest, contact Angel 
Montoya at 764-6475, Department of Senior 
Affairs, acmontoya@cabq.gov

Timothy M. Keller 
Mayor, City of Albuquerque

Sarita Nair
Chief Administration Officer

Lawrence Rael
Chief Operations Officer

Anna M. Sanchez
Director, Department of Senior Affairs

Nikki Peone
Recreation Division Manager

City Councilors
District 1 Lan Sena
District 2 Isaac Benton
District 3 Klarissa J. Peña
District 4 Brook Bassan
District 5 Cynthia Borrego

District 6 Pat Davis,  
 (President)
District 7 Diane G. Gibson, 
(Vice President)
District 8 Trudy Jones
District 9 Don Harris

District 1  Debbie O’Malley
District 2 Steven Michael Quezada
District 3 James Collie
District 4 (Chair) Lonnie Talbert
District 5 (Vice Chair) Charlene Pyskoty

Bernalillo County Commissioners
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Ginger Grossetete
Chairperson
In 1981, I attended a workshop at the National Council on Aging annual conference 
that included information about a project whereby elementary students wrote 
compositions about seniors they knew.
I thought the idea had great potential and decided we could turn it into a contest in 
our local elemenatary schools. “A Senior I Know” was born.
Th e contest was launched in 1982 and was very well received. Since that time, an 
average of 3,000 students have participated each year.

The success of this project has been personally gratifying to me and I look forward each year to reading the 
amazing stories written by the winners. Let’s hope the contest continues for another 36 years.
Ginger Grossetete, Founder of “A Senior I Know” Essay Contest

Carole Christensen
I grew up in New Mexico and 
graduated from UNM in 1960 with 
a BS in Elementary Education. So 
I have lived in Albuquerque for 60 
years. I taught 6th grade at Aztec 
Elementary School/ for 3 years. 
 At that time 6th graders were still 

a part of the elementary school system. As a result, I 
taught all the subjects. I volunteered at my children’s 
schools as a classroom helper and a library assistant. I 
have always enjoyed working with children. Watching 
them grow and develop is very rewarding.

Sue Fickel
I have been a judge for the “A 
Senior I Know” Essay Contest for 
20 years. I do enjoy getting the 
perspective of the students on 
what they think comprises “Senior 
Citizen” as I am in that category. 
The stories are interesting, 

enlightening and in many cases amusing. I am a 
retired teacher, counselor and administrator from 
APS, and will look forward to judging in the future.

Barbara Crawford
It is a real pleasure for me to be a 
judge for the Senior Essay Contest. 
My 30 years experience as a 
teacher in elementary education is 
rekindled when I open up each of 
the contestant’s stories. I can tell 
how much they love this person 

and that they are written from the heart. They prove 
to be an inspiration to me.

Linda Cummings -Orloski
I taught elementary school for 
31 years. I began judging the “A 
Senior I Know” essay about eight 
years ago. Some writings are 
funny, some sad, but all are from 
the heart. I feel privileged to be 
part of this worthwhile project.

A Senior I Know Essay Contest

Ginger Grossetete
Standing Le�  to Right: JD Lucas, Barbara Crawford, Sue Fickel, Marilyn 

Ortman, Linda Cummings, Kathleen Church, Elizabeth Wertheim

Sitting Le�  to Right: Micky Lucas, Ginger Grossetete, Judy Koskovich, 

Jorja Armijo-Brasher

Chairperson

Judges

In 1981, I attended a workshop 
at the National Council on Aging 
annual conference that included in-
formation about a project whereby 
elementary students wrote compo-
sitions about seniors they knew.I thought the idea had great poten-

tial and decided we could turn it 
into a contest in our local elemena-
tary schools. “A Senior I Know”
was born.

Th e contest was launched in 1982 
and was very well received. Since 
that time, an average of  3,000 stu-
dents have participated each year.Th e success of this project has been 

personally gratifying to me and I 
look forward each year to reading 
the amazing stories written by the 
winners. Let’s hope the contest con-
tinues for another 36 years.

Ginger GrosseteteFounder of “A Senior I Know”Essay Contest

Sue Fickel

JD and Micky LucasJD and I are glad to be judging 
partners for the  “A Senior I Know” 
essay contest. We started our teach-
ing journey at the University of 
Denver (JD) and the University 
of Texas, Austin. Our Masters De-
grees are from Northern Arizona 
University. Every year it is a delight 
to read the essays children turn 
in to acknowledge a senior that 
is making a positive diff erence in 
their lives.

I have been a judge for the “A Senior I Know” Essay Contest for 20 years. I do enjoy getting the perspec-tive of the students on what they think comprises “Se-nior Citizen” as I am in that category. Th e stories are interesting, enlightening and in many cases amus-ing. I am a retired teacher, counselor and administra-tor from APS, and will look forward to judging in the future.

Sue Fickel

A Senior I Know Essay Contest
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Sitting Le�  to Right: Micky Lucas, Ginger Grossetete, Judy Koskovich, 
Jorja Armijo-Brasher

Chairperson
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the amazing stories written by the 
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Sue Fickel
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JD and I are glad to be judging 
partners for the  “A Senior I Know” 
essay contest. We started our teach-
ing journey at the University of 
Denver (JD) and the University 
of Texas, Austin. Our Masters De-
grees are from Northern Arizona 
University. Every year it is a delight 
to read the essays children turn 
in to acknowledge a senior that 
is making a positive diff erence in 
their lives.

I have been a judge for the 
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category. Th e stories are 
interesting, enlightening 
and in many cases amus-
ing. I am a retired teacher, 
counselor and administra-
tor from APS, and will look 
forward to judging in the 
future.

Sue Fickel

A Senior I Know Essay Contest

Barbara Crawford
Linda Cummings

It is a real pleasure for me to be a judge for the Se-nior Essay Contest. My 30 years experience as a teacher in elementary ed-ucation is rekindled when I open up each of the con-testant’s stories. I can tell how much they love this person and that they are written from the heart. Th ey prove to be an inspi-ration to me.

I taught elementary school for 31 years. I began judg-ing the “A Senior I Know” essay about eight years ago. Some writings are funny, some sad, but all are from the heart. I feel priveleged to be part of this worth-while project.

Kathleen Church
Volunteering as a docent af-ter my retirement from high 

school administration, I dis-covered what joy elementary 
school children are.  Now, as 
a senior myself , it is a plea-sure to share for a moment the 

descriptions written by the 
children about their special 
grandparent or other admired 
older person. I came to Albu-querque as a college student, 

and we have raised our chil-dren and retired  here.   Th is 
project   is both fun and re-warding to be involved in now.

Elizabeth Wertheim
I fi rst came to New Mexico in 1954 to at-tend UNM and, except for a few years that my husband’s job took us elsewhere, have lived in my joyfully adopted state since. Th ough not a teacher, as many of the other judges have been, I was an English literature major and am an avid reader. Because of this, I have an interest in how creative writing skills are being nurtured in our school children. It was a pleasure to be a judge for this fi ne project.

Linda Cummings

Judy Koskovich

Marilyn Ortman

I taught 1st Graders in APS for 33 years. Each year was delightful! READING and CRE-ATIVE WRITING were my favorite “delights!” Watching those children realize they could read and write...PRICELESS! Being able to contin-ue seeing this “magical happening,” by judging these “Senior Essays” for 16 years, is a great joy for me!

I taught elementary school in the Albuquerque Public Schools for 22 years. About 10 years into my teaching, one of my students won the contest and I remember I was so proud of her. When I retired I jumped at the chance to be a judge for the contest and I have enjoyed doing the judgingever since.

“A Senior I Know”Essay Contest
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Linda Cummings

Judy Koskovich

Marilyn Ortman

I taught 1st Graders in 
APS for 33 years. Each 
year was delightful! 
READING and CRE-
ATIVE WRITING were 
my favorite “delights!” 
Watching those children 
realize they could read 
and write...PRICELESS! 
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16 years, is a great joy for 
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I taught elementary school 
in the Albuquerque Public 
Schools for 22 years. About 
10 years into my teaching, 
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contest and I remember I 
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doing the judging
ever since.

“A Senior I Know”
Essay Contest
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Judy Koskovich
I taught 1st Graders in APS for 33 
years. Each year was delightful! 
READING and CREATIVE WRITING 
were my favorite “delights!” 
Watching those children realize 
they could read and write...
PRICELESS! Being able to continue 

seeing this “magical happening,” by judging these 
“Senior Essays” for 16 years, is a great joy for me!

Sue Slankard 
My name is Suzanne Slankard. 
I have lived in Albuquerque, 
NM for 40 years. I worked as a 
teacher, administrator, educational 
consultant and clinical supervisor 
at UNM in special education for a 
total of 39 years. I worked at the 

elementary and middle school grade levels teaching 
both regular and special education. I was certified 
as a reading specialist in New Mexico. I taught Title 
1 reading as well as special education students who 
were gifted and who had learning disabilities. My 
friend, Ginger Grossetete, invited me to be a judge. 
My favorite memory is taking a group of students 
from Cochiti Elementary school to compete in Future 
Problem Solving at the University of Wisconsin in 
Madison, Wisconsin. 

Marge Peters 
I moved from Florida to 
Albuquerque 33 years ago and 
was employed by APS for 22 years. 
I taught kindergarten, third, and 
fourth grades, which entailed the 
full grade level curriculum. 
I met Gay Blech when she taught 

at Oñate and was involved in this contest. She knew I 
would be interested in helping with it if ever the need 
arose. 
My most memorable year teaching was the year 
I taught a third grade in which I had two visually 
impaired students and a German only speaker. 

Kathleen Church
Volunteering as a docent after 
my retirement from high school 
administration, I discovered what 
joy elementary school children 
are. Now, as a senior myself , it is a 
pleasure to share for a moment the 
descriptions written by the children 

about their special grandparent or other admired 
older person. I came to Albuquerque as a college 
student, and we have raised our children and retired 
here. This project is both fun and rewarding to be 
involved in now.

Elizabeth Wertheim
I first came to New Mexico in 1954 
to attend UNM and, except for a 
few years that my husband’s job 
took us elsewhere, have lived in my 
joyfully adopted state since. Though 
not a teacher, as many of the other 
judges have been, I was an English 

literature major and am an avid reader. Because of 
this, I have an interest in how creative writing skills 
are being nurtured in our school children. It was a 
pleasure to be a judge for this fine project.
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elementary students wrote compo-
sitions about seniors they knew.
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tial and decided we could turn it 
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was born.
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dents have participated each year.

The success of this project has been 
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teacher, counselor and 
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and will look forward to 
judging in the future.

I moved from Florida to Albuquerque 33 years 
ago and was employed by APS for 22 years. I 
taught kindergarten, third, and fourth grades, 
which entailed the full grade level curriculum. 
I met Gay Blech when she taught at Oñate and 
was involved in this contest. She knew I would 
be interested in helping with it if ever the need 
arose. 
My most memorable year teaching was the year 

I taught a third grade in which I had two visually impaired students 
and a German only speaker. 

I have lived in Albuquerque, 
NM for 40 years. I worked as a 
teacher, administrator, educa-
tional consultant and clinical 
supervisor at UNM in special 
education for a total of 39 
years. I worked at the elemen-
tary and middle school grade 
levels teaching both regular 
and special education. I was 
certified as a reading specialist 
in New Mexico. I taught Title 
1 reading as well as special 
education students who were 
gifted and who had learning 
disabilities.

Marge Peters

Suzanne Slankard
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Savannah Caro, Sandia Base Elementary School, Grade 1
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Axel Slade, Sandia Base Elementary School, Grade 1
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Noah Browder, Shepherd Lutheran, Grade 1



6

Luke Downey, Holy Ghost Catholic School, Grade 1
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Amelia Reece, Holy Ghost Catholic School, Grade 1
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Julianna Gonzales, Shepherd Lutheran, Grade 1
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Destiny Herrera, Sandia Base Elementary School, Grade 2
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“Were having my 6th birthday and daddy is putting my face into my cake and my face is going allll 
the way down.”
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Luke Elwood, Sandia Base Elementary School, Grade 2
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Lilly Holmes, S.Y. Jackson Elementary School, Grade 2
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Zachary Varney, Sombra del Monte Elementary School, Grade 2
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Ellyanna Raddatz, Shepherd Lutheran, Grade 2
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Henry Loui, Shepherd Lutheran, Grade 2
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Wesley Carter, Sandia Base Elementary School, Grade 3
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Autumn Rivera, Sandia Base Elementary School, Grade 3
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Julia Merrill, S.Y. Jackson Elementary School, Grade 3
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Timothy Daniels, S.Y. Jackson Elementary School, Grade 3



29A Senior I Know 2020

James Benavidez, Shepherd Lutheran, Grade 3
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Evelyn Gibbs, Manzano Day School, Grade 3
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Cyrus Weigand, Sandia Base Elementary School, Grade 4
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 Dasha Ayala, Sandia Base Elementary School, Grade 4
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Necia Gallegos, S.Y. Jackson Elementary School, Grade 4



36

Dylan McCrory, S.Y. Jackson Elementary School, Grade 4
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Emaline Miller, Shepherd Lutheran, Grade 4
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Joshua Vallez, St. Mary’s Catholic School, Grade 4
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Jordyn Caintic, Holy Ghost Catholic School, Grade 5
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Leah Dye, Griegos Elementary School, Grade 5
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Sienna Espinoza, S.Y. Jackson Elementary School, Grade 5
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Anderson Tompkins, S.Y. Jackson Elementary School, Grade 5
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Hannah Opel, Manzano School, Grade 5
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Ben Tsethlikai, St. Mary’s Catholic School, Grade 5
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A Senior I Know Essay Contest

Thank You!
A big

to our sponsors!!
STUDENT SCHOOL TEACHER PRINCIPAL
Grade 1    
Savannah Caro Sandia Base Elementary Ms. Rivard Jude Garcia
Axel Slade Sandia Base Elementary Mrs. Ryan Jude Garcia
Luke Downey Holy Ghost Catholic School Mrs. Sims Douglas Wine
Amelia Reece Holy Ghost Catholic School Mrs. Sims Douglas Wine
Noah Browder Shepherd Lutheran Ms. Keller Benjamin Raddatz
Julianna Gonzales Shepherd Lutheran Ms. Keller Benjamin Raddatz
    
Grade 2    
Destiny Herrera Sandia Base Elementary Ms. Kassetas Jude Garcia
Luke Elwood Sandia Base Elementary Ms. Kassetas Jude Garcia
Lilly Holmes S.Y. Jackson Mrs. McCallon & Mrs. Balthaser Jack Vermillion
Zachary Varney Sombra del Monte Ms. Malaque Heather Hinde
Ellyanna Raddatz Shepherd Lutheran Ms. Swoboda Benjamin Raddatz
Henry Loui Shepherd Lutheran Ms. Swoboda Benjamin Raddatz
    
Grade 3    
Wesley Carter Sandia Base Elementary Mrs. Reyes Jude Garcia
Autumn Rivera Sandia Base Elementary Ms. Gurule Jude Garcia
Julia Merrill S.Y. Jackson Mrs. McCallon & Mrs. Balthaser Jack Vermillion
Timothy Daniels S.Y. Jackson Mrs. McCallon & Mrs. Balthaser Jack Vermillion
James Benavidez Shepherd Lutheran Ms. Swoboda Benjamin Raddatz
Evelyn Gibbs Manzano Day School Mrs. Vigil Cathy Hubbard
    
Grade 4    
Cyrus Wiegand Sandia Base Elementary Ms. Heironimus Jude Garcia
Dasha Ayala Sandia Base Elementary Mrs. Stoltenberg Jude Garcia
Necia Gallegos S.Y. Jackson Mrs. McCallon & Mrs. Balthaser Jack Vermillion
Dylan McCrory S.Y. Jackson Mrs. McCallon & Mrs. Balthaser Jack Vermillion
Joshua Vallez St. Mary’s Catholic School Mrs. Encinias Rebecca Maestas-Sanchez
Emaline Miller Shepherd Lutheran Mr. Raddatz Benjamin Raddatz
    
Grade 5    
Jordyn Caintic Holy Ghost Catholic School Mrs. Rivera Douglas Wine
Leah Dye Griegos Elementary Mrs. Sauer Rita Martinez
Sienna Espinoza S.Y. Jackson Mrs. McCallon & Mrs. Balthaser Jack Vermillion
Anderson Tompkins S.Y. Jackson Mrs. McCallon & Mrs. Balthaser Jack Vermillion
Hannah Opel Manzano Day School Ms. Kraemer Cathy Hubbard
Ben Tsethlikai St. Mary’s Catholic School Mrs. Simrell Rebecca Maestas-Sanchez

38th Annual Awards

A Senior I Know
E S S AY  C O N T E S T  W I N N E R S

Cover Art
Daniela Aboyte Sandia Base Elementary April Gallagher Jude Garcia
Back cover Art
Myra Imam Sandia Base Elementary April Gallagher Jude Garcia

A Senior I Know Essay Contest

Thank You!
A big

to our sponsors!!
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